	


Final report on Capstone Workshop

The workshop, Capstone Experiences: Transitioning Students Beyond College, was held March 3-5 at the Chicago City Centre Holiday Inn. A total of 37 participants attended . The program began Friday evening with a dinner that was followed by a talk by Dean Larry Brietborde (Knox College) on “Getting to the Capstone, Getting Beyond the Capstone.” Larry raised the questions: 1) what are capstones, 2) what are capstones for, and 3) what are reasonable expectations for capstones? He cited the special institutional programs at WPI and Portland State and he encouraged us to consider ways that help students avoid thinking of a capstone as a “final check-off” and to think ahead about how their capstone experience helps them begin the process of transitioning to a fulfilling life beyond college. Larry’s talk set a wonderful stage for considering various approaches to capstone experiences throughout the remainder of the workshop. 

On Saturday morning we continued to explore the process of preparing for a capstone experience as Steve Langerud (Grinnell) gave a talk on Living the Liberal Arts Life: The Grinnell Curse! Steve gave us a number of suggestions on how you can help the broadly interested and highly capable liberal arts student (the Curse!) come to a conclusion on what they will want to do when they leave college, and where they will want to do it. The power point slides for his very impressive approach to helping student through this process are on the Pew website for the workshop (as are all the other talks). Steve also reminded us that the process he uses with undergrads works equally well with young alumni who are struggling to find their passion in life. 

We continued to explore the matter of “process” in two more morning talks given by Doug Airon (Carthage) and Doug Caulkins (Grinnell). Doug A. spoke about the new program for “professional” science majors that is being developed at Carthage in which the skills and understandings that will facilitate a student’s entrance into the world of business are curricular components. Doug C. described the Wilson Program at Grinnell which is also a part of the process of getting to the capstone, and which helps prepare students to think about being involved in business and government careers. The Wilson Program makes extensive use of Grinnell alumni in several interesting ways. 

For the remainder of Saturday, the workshop focused on examples of capstone experiences, including those for math and computer science (Marlow Anderson-Colorado College, Matt Richey-St Olaf, and Karen Saxe-Macalester), the health professions (Eileen Shimota-St Olaf and Bill Mungall-Hope), undergraduate research (Henry Biggs-Wash U, Ken Brown-Hope, and Jim Swartz-Grinnell), and biology (Yaffa Grossman-Beloit). A number of interesting and effective experiences at these institutions were described.

On Sunday, Christine Rener and Brian Schwartz of Carthage talked about several well-developed approaches used in biology, chemistry and physics at their institution, and Julie Feder described a very compelling interdisciplinary undergraduate research program in biology and chemistry at U. of Chicago, including their approach to providing biology majors with a more substantial quantitative background. The final talk was by Jim Swartz of Grinnell in which he described the recent work of his colleague, David Lopatto, on assessing on summer undergraduate research.

The entire workshop was punctuated with lots of good questions and discussion by the participants, both during the sessions and during breaks. It seemed that everyone was engaged in the topic! The post workshop evaluations indicated that once again participants enjoyed the discussion among colleagues the most and felt that the exchange of experiences and ideas was very valuable. Participants also conveyed how pleased they were with the variety of speakers and topics. 

	Institution and Number Attending

	Beloit College
	1
	Luther College
	4

	Carthage College
	4
	Macalester College
	1

	Colorado College
	7
	St. Olaf College
	4

	Grinnell College
	3
	University of Chicago
	2

	Hope College
	4
	Washington University
	5

	Knox College
	1
	 
	

	Lawrence University
	1
	Total
	37


